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So, you are interested in learning more about Scan to
Learn more

A+ Schools? We want to get to know you, too!
Below is the “Getting-to-Know-You Process” for new A+ school entry in summer 2027. This process is designed to help your school explore A+, learn alongside us, and take the steps needed to join the network if it feels like the right fit.
A few elements of the process are required for a school to join the A+ network, while others are highly recommended opportunities to explore and learn. We ask principals to take part in each step, since their leadership is key to building and sustaining the A+ culture. District partners and teacher leaders are welcome collaborators, too.
Summer 2026: Observe an A+ summer conference (recommended)
Interested schools may send up to three observers to a day or two of our summer conferences during the summer of 2026. Observers would then be responsible for sharing information with everyone else on the school’s staff. To reserve a spot, please contact Tom Nevels, A+ Schools Network Director: tom.nevels@dncr.nc.gov. 
Summer/fall 2026: Letter of interest (mandatory)
When you feel ready to continue in the process, submitting a letter of interest lets us make sure you receive invitations, updates, and support during the year. A letter-of-interest template may be found on the A+ website and submitted before or with your registration for the fall A+ network leadership meeting, in September. Schools that have submitted a letter of interest will receive invitation and registration information for all subsequent events.
Fall 2026: Prepare to apply 
Interested schools are invited to participate in several different informational opportunities in the fall.
· A+ school visit (recommended). Arrange to tour a school in the A+ network and see A+ practice in action on campus.
· Fall A+ network leadership meeting and new teacher training (recommended): October 28 from 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m., in Raleigh. Come to our semiannual day-long professional development session for all A+ school leaders and simultaneous one-day introductory training for new A+ educators. 
· Pre-application meeting (mandatory): October 29 from 10:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m., in Raleigh. Attending this gathering before you apply will help you ensure that you have everything you need for your application. Here you can ask questions and walk through the application process with us.
Winter 2026: Application process
· Step 1: Staff commitment (required)
Those who have participated in the getting‑to‑know‑you opportunities share what they’ve learned with the rest of their staff, including the dates of the A+ Schools 5-day summer institute. Before schools apply, we ask them to confirm that at least 85 percent of certified staff agree that A+ is a good fit for the school and will attend the 2027 A+ 5 day summer institute. Staff attendance helps you make sure that your team fully understands and can sustain the A+ approach and begin the journey together. We’re available to answer questions as your staff learns more.
· Step 2: Formal application (required)
Once 85 percent commitment is achieved, a school may formally apply to join the A+ network. The application form is available on the A+ website and should be submitted by Friday, December 4, 2026, so we have time to review all applications thoughtfully and notify schools by mid-December. Note that several letters of support and district level signatures are required. 
Spring 2027: Continue the conversation (recommended)
For a deeper sense of A+ in action, join us for optional A+ school visits and the spring A+ network leadership meeting.
Summer 2027: Attending the 2027 A+ 5-day summer institute (required)
At least 85 percent of certified staff, plus the administrative team, must participate in the 2027 A+ 5-day summer institute, which will be held in Raleigh July 12–16. District representatives, parent leaders, and other school stakeholders are also invited to attend. Details and registration will be available in the spring of 2027.
No matter where you are on this calendar, we want to hear from you. Please visit our website at ncarts.org/aplus-schools-nc or contact Tom Nevels, A+ Schools Network Director, tom.nevels@dncr.nc.gov. 
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GET CONNECTED WITH A+
· Web: ncarts.org/aplus-schools-nc
· Facebook: facebook.com/aplusnc 
· Live Binder: tinyurl.com/apluslb 
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